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SUMMARY   

 

AB 1545 creates stronger protections against 
targeted attacks on reporters, journalists and other 
representatives of the press by adding an 
enhancement to crimes committed against them. 
  
BACKGROUND  
 
In both the Federal and State constitutions, the First 

Amendment guarantees the right to freedom of the 

press. This includes the right to criticize the 

government, to inform the public, and to 

disseminate information free from censorship or 

prior restraint. 

 

Journalists hold a crucial role in a functioning 

democracy, both holding the powerful accountable 

and ensuring an informed populace. 

 

However, the job has become increasingly 

dangerous. Reporters are sharing cases of being hit 

by projectiles, shoved, harassed and intimidated. 

This could create a chilling effect, undermining 

transparency and ultimately a free press. 

 

In 2021, California enacted Senate Bill 98 which 

prohibits law enforcement officers from assaulting, 

interfering or obstructing journalists who are 

covering public protests and rallies. 

 

PROBLEM   

 

The U.S Press Freedom Tracker cites that, by August 

2025, there were over 100 reported assaults on 

journalists, doubling the number of cited attacks on 

journalist in 2022. The Human Rights Research 

Center called the increase “alarming” and called on 

local, state, and federal authorities to reaffirm 

protections for the free press.  Often, these attacks 

are occurring at protests, but some attacks have 

been individually motivated as well.   

 

In Sacramento, a gunman allegedly opened fire at an 

ABC Station in an allegedly targeted attack against 

that media outlet.  

 

The increase of assaults creates a very real concern 

for the safety of journalists and the ability for them 

to effectively carry out their jobs. Freedom of the 

press is a pillar of democracy that must be 

protected.  

 

SOLUTION  

 

AB 1545 establishes criminal enhancements for both 
felony and misdemeanor crimes against journalists 
and press organizations when motivated by the 
victim’s role as a journalist or intended to interfere 
with the journalist or press organization’s reporting. 
 
For a misdemeanor, the defendant could face jail 
time of up to a year and a $2,000 fine. In the case of 
a felony, an enhancement could result in an 
additional one, two, or three-year sentence. These 
enhancements like others must be proven beyond a 
reasonable doubt and the judge still holds discretion 
to strike the enhancements created under this bill.  
 

  

https://pressfreedomtracker.us/all-incidents/?date_lower=2025-07-01&date_upper=2025-12-31&state=CA
https://pressfreedomtracker.us/all-incidents/?date_lower=2025-07-01&date_upper=2025-12-31&state=CA
https://www.sacbee.com/news/politics-government/capitol-alert/article254864322.html
https://pressfreedomtracker.us/blog/nearly-100-journalists-assaulted-already-this-year/
https://www.humanrightsresearch.org/post/new-report-details-alarming-rise-in-detentions-assaults-on-journalists-in-u-s
https://www.humanrightsresearch.org/post/new-report-details-alarming-rise-in-detentions-assaults-on-journalists-in-u-s
https://www.humanrightsresearch.org/post/new-report-details-alarming-rise-in-detentions-assaults-on-journalists-in-u-s
https://www.humanrightsresearch.org/post/new-report-details-alarming-rise-in-detentions-assaults-on-journalists-in-u-s
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/local/sacramento/suspected-abc10-shooter-believed-be-politically-motivated-attack/103-f9ff741a-da42-4da1-9ded-33d5f18755cf
https://www.abc10.com/article/news/local/sacramento/suspected-abc10-shooter-believed-be-politically-motivated-attack/103-f9ff741a-da42-4da1-9ded-33d5f18755cf

